Park Letterhead

Title and name

Address

Dear Title and Name:

The National Park Service has recently initiated the planning process for a General Management Plan (GMP) for Amistad National Recreation Area, Val Verde County, Texas.  When completed, the plan will guide the management, development, and interpretation of the national recreation area for the next 10-15 years.

The process of developing a GMP follows a series of prescribed steps and will take approximately three years to complete.  The process is deliberative and intended to build consensus among the many participants, assure logic and consistency in plan proposals, and provide for rational decision making.  The GMP project planning team will comprehensively analyze the cultural and natural resources of Amistad NRA, look at management and visitor use, adjacent land uses that may affect the national recreation area, and determine whether new facilities are appropriate.  Public involvement from all constituencies will be sought throughout the course of the planning process.

Your tribe (band/group) has been identified as one that may have a sense of connection to the region surrounding Amistad National Recreation Area.   This letter is designed to alert you to the beginning of the general management planning process in accordance with 36 CFR 800.3 (f) (2) and to provide you with an opportunity to tell us your thoughts and concerns so that we may listen, understand, and consider your views early in the planning process.  Consultation would occur on a government to government basis.

In the near future we will be scheduling a series of open house meetings at various locations near the national recreation area to begin the public involvement portion of the plan.  These are very informal sessions where people may talk with the planning team and national recreation area staff.  No presentations will be made but we hope that a free exchange of concerns and visions for the future of Amistad NRA will be offered as well as information we should know before we start planning. 

As we are assembling a mailing list of concerned agencies, organizations, American Indian Tribes, and individuals we would appreciate your telling us whether or not you would like to remain on our mailing list.  Should you so desire, we will send you notice of open houses and other meetings, as well as provide you with copies of the draft general management plan for your comment.  Should you prefer to be removed from our mailing list we would also appreciate knowing that. 

We recognize that you may not be able to attend our proposed open house meetings.  However, if you would like to call, email, or visit the national recreation area at any time we would be most happy to talk with you.  Our telephone # is________.  Our email address is_____.  The Amistad National Recreation Area headquarters is at _________Street, Del Rio, Texas, 78840-9350. 

We hope that your participation will continue throughout the various stages of the GMP process and that you will share your comments, concerns, and ideas with us. Unless you tell us you are not interested, we will continue to alert you to public meetings and provide copies of documents produced for your review and comment.

I look forward to working with you in the upcoming months on this very important and challenging project.

Sincerely,

Allen Cox

Superintendent

