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Superintendent Sarah L. Craighead 

Saguaro National Park

Sarah L. Craighead, a 22-year veteran of the National Park Service (NPS), became superintendent at Saguaro National Park on June 30, 2002. Prior to accepting this position, she was the first superintendent at the newly created Washita Battlefield National Historic Site.
In assuming her new role, Craighead noted that she was honored to have the opportunity to work in a national park as exceptional as Saguaro National Park. “I am looking forward to building on the accomplishments of previous superintendents of Saguaro, and eager to begin working with the partnerships and staff that protect, maintain, and interpret this unique park,” Craighead noted.
According to NPS Intermountain Regional Director Karen Wade, “Sarah has a real passion for Saguaro and is dedicated to working with the Tucson community to ensure protection and enjoyment of this national treasure. She believes in participation and collaborative management, and will be a real asset to the park and community.”
Craighead began her career with the NPS in June 1977 and has served in a variety of positions, including:

· superintendent at Washita Battlefield National Historic Site (1997 – 2002),
· acting superintendent at Chickasaw National Recreation Area (2000 – 2001), 
· assistant chief of interpretation, Mesa Verde National Park (1994 – 1997), 
· project manager, Mesa Verde Chapin #5 Fire Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation program, Mesa Verde National Park (1996 – 1997), 
· management consultant, National Capital Regional Office (1991 – 1994), 
· management assistant, Manassas National Battlefield Park (1990 – 1991), 
· district interpreter, Grand Canyon National Park (1987 – 1990), 
· interpretive supervisor, Carlsbad Caverns National Park (1985 – 1987), and 
· park ranger/interpreter at Ocmulgee National Monument, Acadia, and Mammoth Cave National Parks, and Independence National Historical Park (1978 – 1984). 
Throughout her NPS career, Craighead has received numerous awards including the National Park Foundation’s 2001 Park Partnership Award for Heritage Education for development of the Cheyenne Heritage Trail. She was also awarded the state of Oklahoma’s 2001 Redbud Award for Tourism for development of the Cheyenne Heritage Trail. 
Craighead is a native of Cave City, Kentucky. She has a bachelor’s degree from Transylvania University – Lexington, Kentucky and has done graduate work at George Mason University in Virginia. Her spouse, 
John F. (Rick) Shireman, is also employed by the National Park Service and is currently serving as superintendent at Chickasaw National Recreation Area.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


