Mr. James W. Garrison

State Historic Preservation Officer

Arizona State Parks

1300 West Washington

Phoenix, AZ 85007

Re: Commencement of a new general management, Saguaro National Park 

Dear Mr. Garrison:

The National Park Service (NPS) has begun to prepare a general management plan (GMP) and accompanying environmental impact statement (EIS) for Saguaro National Park, Tucson, Arizona. The GMP will provide National Park Service managers a comprehensive planning framework for managing the park over the next fifteen to twenty years. Consistent with the park’s purpose, significance, and legislative mandates, the plan will identify strategies for achieving desired resource conditions, visitor experiences, and the appropriate types and locations of potential future development. The combined GMP/EIS will identify management issues and concerns, present a reasonable range of management alternatives for addressing these issues, and will analyze the environmental impacts of each alternative on natural and cultural resources and other impact topics. The National Park Service requests your involvement. We wish to consult with you in accord with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), as amended, and with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). 

We invite you to meet with us at your convenience and at a time and place of your choosing. If you wish to arrange a meeting, please call me at 520-733-5101, or e-mail me at sarah_craighead@nps.gov , or write to me at the address above. We welcome your comments.

We will keep you informed of public meetings, to which you are invited, as the schedule is developed over the next several months and of other events and benchmarks as planning progresses over the next few years. At the appropriate time, we shall invite you to review and comment upon the draft plan. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me as mentioned above.

Sincerely,

Sarah Craighead, Superintendent, Saguaro National Park, 

Cc: Ms. Jane Crisler, Historic Preservation Specialist

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Western Office of Project Review

