Park Letterhead

Dr. Nina M. Archabal

Director and State Historic 

   Preservation Officer

Minnesota Historical Society

State Historic Preservation Office

345 West Kellogg Boulevard

St. Paul, Minnesota  55102-1906

Subject:  Transmittal of draft General Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement for Grand   Portage National Monument, Package Number GRPO 400

Dear Dr. Archabal,

Enclosed is a copy of the Grand Portage National Monument Draft General Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement for your review and comment under the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, the Regulations of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Programmatic Agreement among the National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the National Park Service.

The plan consists of five alternatives, including a “no action” alternative.  Alternative B, “Fur Trade with Maritime Emphasis” focuses heavily on the stockade and immediate waterfront of the 1790s.  Alternative C, “Fur Trade and Ojibwe Heritage,” offers a multifaceted experience with a combined heritage center/national monument headquarters, Ojibwe Cultural Demonstration Shelter, and several newly reconstructed structures within the existing stockade.  Alternative D, “Heritage Center Focus,” would center around a multi-media visitor center with live demonstrations of Ojibwe crafts and increased visitor services.  Alternative E, the National Park Service’ “Preferred Alternative,” is a hybrid alternative that was developed to combine actions from the other alternatives to achieve a balanced visitor experience.

The plan was developed by a multidisciplinary team made up of Grand Portage National Monument Staff, members of the Grand Portage Band of Minnesota Chippewa, and professional planners from the National Park Service’ Denver Service Center and Harper’s Ferry Interpretive Design Center.

This plan will be on a 60-day review beginning March ___, 2002.  It will also be available through the Grand Portage National Monument web site on the Internet.   Please send your comments to me at:

Superintendent Tim Cochrane

315 South Main Street

Grand Marais, Minnesota  55604-0668

218-387-2788

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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