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United States Department of the Interior

    NATIONAL PARK SERVICE



  FLAGSTAFF AREA NATIONAL MONUMENTS



      6400 N. Highway 89      


  Flagstaff, Arizona  86004


In reply refer to:

Dear Interested Party:

Attached for your information are the Final General Management Plan /Environmental Impact Statement for Sunset Crater Volcano and Wupatki National Monuments (NM).  The environmental impact statements assess impacts to archeological resources; historic character of built environment; long-term integrity of ethnographic resources; natural systems and processes; geological resources; threatened, endangered, and sensitive species; wetlands, floodplains, and riparian habitat; visitor experience of park resources; park neighbors; local, state, and tribal land management plans; land/resource managing agencies; and operational efficiency.  These general management plans will guide park management for the next 15-20 years.

Four alternatives were considered for Sunset Crater Volcano NM – a no-action and three action alternatives, including the National Park Service (NPS) preferred alternative.  The preferred alternative would provide increased educational opportunities and diverse experiences both within and outside of park boundaries.  The park would be viewed as a destination for education and learning.  Partnerships with the US Forest Service, affiliated tribes and educational institutions would provide interpretation and more consistent management of sites and features outside the park that are primary to the park’s purpose.

Five alternatives were considered for Wupatki NM – a no-action and four action alternatives, including the NPS preferred alternative.  The preferred alternative would include significant resources and landscapes north of the park within park boundaries, retain existing motorized sightseeing, focus on existing major visitor use areas, provide visitor orientation at the existing visitor center and at a new contact station at the north entrance, and diversify visitor experiences via new trails, new interpretive media and activities, and guided hikes to some cultural sites.
The environmental consequences of both preferred alternatives and the other alternatives were fully documented in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and are included in the Final Environmental Impact Statement.  The public review period on the drafts ended December 12, 2001.  The results of the public comment on the draft documents are included in the final documents.  The no-action period on these final plans and environmental impact statements will end 30 days after the Environmental Protection Agency has accepted the document and published the Notice of Availability in the Federal Register.  For information or questions concerning the plan, call the Superintendents Office at 928 526-1157 x227 or write Superintendent, Flagstaff Area National Monuments, 6400 North Highway 89, Flagstaff, AZ   86004.  If you would rather contact the superintendent via email, the address is: Sam_Henderson@nps.gov.
We thank you in advance for your attention and we appreciate your concern for the future of these monuments.

Sincerely,
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Sam Henderson

Superintendent, Flagstaff Area National Monuments
