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In reply refer to:

Dear Friend of Mary McLeod Bethune Council House:

Attached for your review and comment is the draft General Management Plan / Environmental Impact Statement for Mary McLeod Bethune Council House National Historic Site.  The document has been developed to identify and assess the various management alternatives and related environmental impacts relative to visitor use and access, park operations, resource management and general development. This is the first NPS comprehensive management plan prepared for the national historic site and will guide park management for the next 15 - 20 years. 

The document analyzes a "no-action" alternative and three "action" alternatives:

Alternative 1, the “no-action” alternative, represents the continuation of existing conditions and provides a basis for comparing the other alternatives. 

Alternative 2, the preferred alternative, expands interpretation of the house and the life of Bethune, and the archives. It recommends the purchase and rehabilitation of an adjacent row house to provide space for orientation, restrooms, and offices.

Alternative 3 expands interpretation to those people wanting longer, more in-depth information on the site and expands outreach programs to accommodate wider audiences. This alternative proposes the purchase or lease of additional nearby space for offices, meetings, and orientation and would decrease ranger-guided tours and increase self-guided tours of the council house. 

Alternative 4 emphasizes interpretation of the life and legacy of Mary McLeod Bethune. It proposes building a larger structure to replace the carriage house and moving the archives offsite to a leased space, providing needed space for restrooms and bookstore. 

Public participation is very important to the successful development of this plan.  Therefore, we ask for your thoughtful evaluation and comment.  Public comments will be accepted until October 15th, 2001.  If you plan to mail your comments, please send them to 

Terri Urbanowski, PDS 

National Park Service 

P.O. Box 25287 

Denver, CO 80225-0287  

If you would rather email your comments, the address is: MAMC_GMP@nps.gov.  For information or questions concerning the plan, call park headquarters at 202-673-2402, or via email at diann_jacox@nps.gov.

We thank you in advance for your attention and we appreciate your concern for the future of Mary McLeod Bethune Council House National Historic Site.
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Diann Jacox

Site Manager, Mary McLeod Bethune Council House National Historic Site
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