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IN REPLY REFER TO :

L7615 

July 31, 2003
	United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CORONADO NATIONAL MEMORIAL

4101 E. Montezuma Canyon Road

Hereford, Arizona 85615
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Dear Interested Party:

Attached for your review and comment is the draft Environmental Impact Statement/General Management Plan for Coronado National Memorial. The document identifies and assesses the various management alternatives and corresponding environmental impacts relative to natural and cultural resource management, visitor use and access, general development, and park operations at the park. The plan replaces an outdated 1976 General Management Plan and will guide park management for the next 15 years.

Five alternatives were developed for inclusion in the plan.  Alternative A, (no action) represents the continuation of existing conditions and management at the park. Visitor and staff facilities would be little changed under this alternative. The memorial would work with Mexico to develop interpretive programs. Livestock grazing would continue in the memorial’s two leased grazing allotments following the guidance in the memorial’s “Livestock Management Plan.” In alternative B and C, grazing in the memorial would be ended. In alternative B, the preferred alternative, the visitor center would be rehabilitated, with an annex added for more office and storage space. New trails would be developed, and pullouts and waysides would be added to roads. Programs would help visitors understand the Coronado Expedition and its impact on the American Southwest. In alternative C, the focus would be on conserving cultural and natural resources. The visitor center’s interior would be remodeled to make more space for interpretation. In alternative D, the memorial’s international aspects would be emphasized. A structure would be built to commemorate the Coronado Expedition, and an educational center would be developed in the Montezuma Ranch area. The visitor center would be expanded and rehabilitated. Grazing would continue in the Joe’s Spring allotment but not in the Montezuma allotment. The visitor experience would be enhanced in alternative E by a new visitor/educational center, to which visitors could drive on a paved-two lane road and enjoy a panoramic view of the San Pedro River Valley and the United States-Mexico border. The visitor center would be converted into administrative offices. Grazing would be eliminated from the Joe’s Spring allotment. 

Public participation is very important to the successful completion of this General Management Plan. Therefore, we ask for your thoughtful evaluation and comment.  Public comments will be accepted until   60 days after the publication of the notice of availability in the Federal Register. Please address your comments to Superintendent, Coronado National Memorial, 4101 East Montezuma Canyon Road, Hereford, AZ 85615, or Telephone: (520) 366-5515. The document will be available on the Internet in the NPS planning website at: http://planning.nps.gov/plans.cfm. Comments may be sent to the website that will include an automated public response form. Finally you may hand-deliver your comments to park headquarters, 4101 East Montezuma Road, Hereford, AZ.

For information or questions concerning the GMP, call the Superintendents Office at the telephone number listed above.

We thank you in advance for your attention and we appreciate your concern for the future of Coronado National Memorial.

Sincerely,
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DaleThompson

Superintendent
