Draft Agency Scoping Letter

[Address]









        [Date]

Dear __________:

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1500 to 1508) , and the National Park Service (NPS) NEPA compliance guidelines (DO-12), the NPS has decided to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the construction of an Interpretive Center in Corinth, Mississippi on a newly acquired unit of the Shiloh National Military Park.  

This $9 million interpretive facility would be located several blocks west of Corinth’s historic business district, on a portion of Battery Robinett, a 20-acre parcel that played a part in the Siege and Battle of Corinth in 1862.  Corinth’s strategic importance in the war was due to a critical junction of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad and the Mobile and Ohio Railway, the two longest railroads in the South.  Among the reasons for the Corinth’s historic significance, and the development of the proposed interpretive center, are the following:

· The Battle of Shiloh was fought for possession of the railroad crossing at Corinth.

· The Siege of Corinth involved more troops than any other in the history of the Western Hemisphere.

· The Battle of Corinth was the largest and bloodiest in Mississippi.

· The proximity of Shiloh National Military Park allows for combined administration.

The planned interpretive center would have a maximum size of 10,000 square feet, and would contain exhibit space, a fixed-seat auditorium with a seating capacity of at least 150, a small conference room, a lobby and information desk, library, staff offices, and public restrooms.  The center would include interpretive media, such as an audio-visual relief map program depicting the siege and battle, interactive computer-based programs, and mini-video programs, in addition to the more traditional museum artifacts and narrative exhibits.  The interpretive center’s parking lot would accommodate a minimum of 40 to 50 automobiles, handicapped parking, and dedicated bus and RV spaces.  Construction on the interpretive center could start as early as January, 2002.   

Please identify any resources within your purview that may experience potential impacts from this project.  Please provide any comments or information within 15 days of receipt of this letter.  Send responses to:




Woody Harrell, Superintendent




Shiloh National Military Park




Shiloh, TN  38376

Sincerely,

