BA CONTENT

Introduction – Provide a brief introduction to proposed project (preferred alternative) and why consultation is needed, what time period consultation coverage is requested, what species are addressed and the effect call for those species. 

Consultation History
The history of the consultation request includes any correspondence, telephone calls, meeting dates, etc. with FWS or other agencies where pertinent data were gathered.  
Description of the Proposed Action 

The description of the proposed action(s) provides the reader with a detailed overview of the project.  Detailed maps, figures, and other information should be used to support all descriptions.

Description of the Action Area

The action area signifies the area which may be affected by the proposed activity.  The BA should include:

1. Description of vegetation, including summary of the baseline conditions of the project area, and surrounding habitat.  

2. Description of the current baseline condition of adjacent (private and public) habitat.

3. Maps, figures, etc., that will help describe the project area more completely.

Conservation Measures/ Management Direction
Describe any conservation measures that are incorporated into the project which will protect/conserve/recover listed species/habitats.  
Status of Listed Species/Critical Habitat within the project vicinity
This section presents the biological or ecological information relevant to formulating the BO. 

Identify listed and proposed species/critical habitat that are known, or thought to occur, on site and within the vicinity of the proposed project.  
Effects of the Action

This section is devoted to the development of a complete analysis which uses the descriptions of the action area and species, and is the most important and scrutinized portion of the BA or BE.  This section includes an analysis of the direct, indirect effects, and cumulative effects of the proposed action on the species and/or critical habitat.  

Factors to be considered when determining the effects of an action:

1. Proximity of the action: to the species, or suitable habitat or designated critical habitat.

2. Distribution:  geographic areas where the disturbance occurs (e.g., may be several small or one large area.)

3. Timing:  relationship to sensitive periods of a species’ lifecycle.

4. Nature of effect:  effects of the action on elements of a species’ lifecycle, population size or variability, or distribution; or on the primary constituent elements of the critical habitat, including direct and indirect effects.

5. Duration:  The effects of a proposed action on listed species or critical habitat depend largely on the duration of its effects.  

6. Disturbance frequency:  The mean number of events per unit of time affects a   

species differently depending on its recovery rate.  If the disturbance frequency is less than the species’ recovery rate, the species might persist in the face of the disturbance.  If the disturbance frequency equals the species’ recovery rate, the species becomes more sensitive to the effects of other disturbances.  If the disturbance frequency is greater than a species’ recovery rate, the species will be unable to recover between disturbances.  Disturbance frequency is an important consideration when evaluating the accumulating effects of proposed actions on listed species and/or designated critical habitat, particularly when it is combined with information on a species’ recovery rate.
7. Disturbance intensity:  The effect of the disturbance on a population or species as a function of the population or species’ state after the disturbance.  For example, a disturbance reducing the size of a population or critical habitat unit by 40 percent is more intense than a disturbance reducing population or unit size by 10 percent.  

8. Disturbance severity:  The effect of a disturbance on a population or species is a function of recovery rate.  The longer the recovery rate, the more severe the disturbance.  For example, a disturbance from which a species or habitat takes 10 years to recover is more severe than a disturbance requiring 2 years for recovery.  A severe disturbance makes a population or species more susceptible to the effects of multiple actions.

Direct and Indirect Effects/Interdependent and Interrelated Effects:

1. Describe and analyze the effects of the action that would directly affect the species.  

2. Describe and analyze the effects of the action that would indirectly affect the species.  
3. Describe and analyze the effects of interdependent actions.  
4. Describe and analyze the effects of interrelated actions.  
Cumulative effects:

The Cumulative Effects section must consider:

1. Both the NEPA and the ESA definitions.
2. Must display the spatial and temporal effects of all actions which are “reasonably foreseeable” through time.

Amount and Extent of Take Anticipated 

This section of the document outlines the amount of take anticipated from the action.  Generally incidental take is expressed as the number of individuals reasonable likely to be taken or the extent of habitat likely to be destroyed or disturbed.  
Determination of Effect

The finding or determination of effect is the conclusion of the assessment and indicates the overall effect of the proposed activity to listed species or critical habitat.  This finding must be supported by the documentation presented in the BA or BE. 
Summary and Conclusion

Present a summary of the effect determinations and any other conclusions that have been reached through the BA.  

Literature Cited

For examples of proper literature citation, use the most recent Council of Biological Editors Style Manual, or for lack of that, use examples from a recent, peer reviewed biological journal.

